
2021-2022 School Year - Fall Update

We are very excited to welcome all students in person this year within our buildings.

Safety

Northeast Metro Intermediate School District 916 is committed to providing a safe and
healthy environment for each employee, student and visitor to our buildings. As the
COVID-19 pandemic continues to change rapidly, our plans will be updated to reflect any
shift in guidance and/or requirements. Our primary focus continues to be the education of
our students.

Masking

In accordance with Minnesota Department of Health recommendations, masks will be
required in all 916 buildings effective Aug 23, 2021 for all students, staff and visitors —
regardless of vaccination status. This mask requirement is consistent with NE Metro school
board policy 808. A CDC order does require students to wear masks on all district provided
transportation. When MDH no longer recommends masking the District will no longer require
masks in our buildings.

We will continue with our back to school open house events, program tours and essential visits
for student meetings. And, per policy 808, Individuals who cannot tolerate a face covering due
to a medical condition or disability related condition may be permitted to utilize alternative
options such as a face shield or other reasonable accommodation.

For a student with a medical condition or disability, the student’s IEP team or Section 504 team
will determine whether the student qualifies for reasonable accommodation and the
accommodation to be provided.

Vaccinations
Along with the CDC, and the Minnesota Department of Health, we strongly support the
recommendation of vaccinations for all people aged 12 years and older as a primary
strategy for COVID-19. For more information about vaccinations, and to schedule an
appointment, visit the MDH website.

https://k12.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=081d9ee307bc886d176b9dc02&id=44be7bec2a&e=3b58075b47


Mitigation strategies

The Minnesota Department of Health identifies several layered strategies for mitigation of
transmission. We have incorporated these into our plans for this school year.

Any quarantine decisions will be made following the MDH guidance.

We will use the same protocols we used last year to determine if we need to close a classroom.
These protocols included a blend of total positive cases, consultation with MDH and staffing
levels.

Social Distancing
Three feet of physical distancing will be maintained in our programs when possible.

Contact tracing
We will continue our contact tracing efforts this school year. This process assists us in
identifying the correct number of people who should isolate or quarantine if we have a case in
one of our programs. We will follow the Minnesota Department of Health recommendations
regarding quarantine and isolation.

Cleaning and Sanitizing
Daily cleaning schedules are in place in all of our programs.

Students who become sick at school
If a student becomes ill at school we expect the student to be picked up quickly. Please update
the contact information you have provided to the school to be certain we have a way to contact
you and any of your emergency contacts. Please help us by keeping students who are ill at
home.

We will continue to monitor the level of virus transmission and the guidance from the
Minnesota Department of Health. As that guidance changes we may make changes to our
health and safety processes and will update this document.

Additions:
-When the MDH guidance allows, we will return to recommending masks and hope to remove all
recommendations as soon as the guidance suggests it is appropriate to do so.

As per policy 808
Individuals who cannot tolerate a face covering due to a medical condition or disability related
condition may be permitted to utilize alternative options such as a face shield or other

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html


reasonable accommodation. The Superintendent or designee shall have discretion to determine
whether an employee, parent, or community member qualifies for a reasonable accommodation
and the accommodation to be provided.

For a student with a medical condition or disability, the student’s education team (i.e. IEP team,
Section 504 team, health plan team) will determine whether the student qualifies for a
reasonable accommodation and the accommodation to be provided. As a condition to granting a
reasonable accommodation, the school district may require an individual to provide a
physician’s note and/or other relevant information or with respect to the condition or
circumstance. Requests for reasonable accommodations from the face covering requirement
shall be assessed on a case-by-case basis in accordance with applicable federal and state law.

We will continue with our back to school open house events, program tours and essential visits
for student meetings.

Quarantine decisions will follow the MDH guidance

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html

